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CONFIRMATION HEARING

The Co mmittee on G eneral Affairs met a t I:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 17, 2005, in Room 1510 of the S tate Capitol,
Lincoln, Nebraska, for the purpose of conducting a public
hearing on confirmation of appointee. Senators present: Ray
Janssen, Chairperson; Deb Fischer, Vice Chairperson; Matt
Connealy; Mike Friend; and David Landis. Senators absent:
Abbie Cornett; Philip Erdman; and Roger Wehrbein.

SENATOR JANSSEN: ...confirm the gubernatorial appointment
of Ro bert Logsdon, to the Nebr aska Liquor Control
Commission. Me mbers of the committee present here th is
morning, to my le ft, Senator Connealy; way to my extreme
right is Senator Landis; and next to his left is
Senator Fischer; and t o h e r left is Senator Friend. The
committee counsel is Laurie Lage; and the cle r k is
Brittany Sill; and our page i s Audrey. With th at,
Mr. Logsdon, will you please take front and center.

CONFIRMATION HEARING ON
ROBERT LOGSDON TO THE

NEBRASKA LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION

ROBERT LOGSDON: Chai rman Janssen, Senators, I' ve just
finished six years on the commission. I think I' ve been
g ood fo r t h e c o mmiss ion an d I w o u l d l i ke t o co nt i n u e wo r k i n g
for you people in the state of Nebraska.

SENATOR JANSSEN: All right. Are there any questions?

SENATOR LANDIS: I see in your list of references, Bob, not
a felon, but certainly, but a sordid history in the past
that I think is a little embarrassing; that's Frank Landis,
here. But. other than that, I think it's a sparkling record,
and I'm sure many of us have been your guests to your
hospitality.

ROBERT LOGSDON: I do know the business from both sides.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Any other questions? I don ' t s e e any .
Thank you, Mr. Logsdon. And is there anyone who would like
t o speak i n M r . 1 ogsdon ' s b e h a l f ?
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ROBERT LOGSDON: Thank you.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Tha n k y o u , B o b.

HOBERT RUPE: I' ll be in credibly brief. My name is
Hobert B. Rupe. I am the executive director of the Nebraska
Liquor Control Commission. I' ve had the pleasure of serving
with Chairman Logsdon for two years w hen I was at the
Attorney General's Office as th e prosecutor, and for the
last year and a q uarter...we are in t hird...serving as
executive director of the commission. I was going to say,
Senators, that Chairman Logsdon br ings a weal t h of
experience and knowledge to this issue and would recommend
that he be confirmed to another six-year t erm by th e
Legis l a t u r e .

SENATOR JANSSEN: A ny qu es t i on s?

SENATOR LANDIS: Hoby, if Bob was not a good commissioner,
would you b e i n h e r e o p p o s i n g h i m ? I ' l l t e l l yo u w h y. I ' v e
got to say, you' re an employee...

HOBERT RUPE: I'm an employee.

SENATOR LANDIS: ...and this is the guy who's your boss..

HOBERT RUPE: Ex ac t l y .

SENATOR LANDIS: ...and you' re in here saying that your boss
ought t o be con f i r med fo r h i s j ob ?

HOBERT RUPE: Ye s .

SENATOR LANDIS: It's a little bizarre.

HOBERT RUPE: It's a little bizarre.

SENATOR LANDIS: Are we going to see you here on othe r
c ommissioners, because I' ve got to tell y ou, t his i s
something that we don't normally s e e, wh ich i s a state
employee­ -employee, coming in and saying, confirm my boss.

HOBERT RUPE: I wou ld say this, Senator, I was unaware of
the normal protocols. I was primarily making myself
available as the chairman, if there were any questions, and
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would say that I believe, Senator, that Chairman Logsdon the
experience that he brings from the...his background is broad
and would be r eady to answer any questions regarding the
operations. And I was primarily...would be here not so much
as a commissioner, but Mr. Logsdon has served as chairman,
and therefore I would be prepared to answer any questions,
at all, that the senators would have.

SENATOR LANDIS: Wou ldn't that be in a neutral capacity,
Hoby?

HOBERT RUPE: Th a t wo u l d pr ob a b l y b e mo r e of f i c i a l l y ne ut r a l
capaci t y .

SENATOR LANDIS: Why the state of Nebraska's official
employees would be taking a side or the other...

HOBERT RUPE: Yo u ' r e . . .

SENATOR LANDIS: ...surprises me, and I'm not sure it' s
particularly good policy, unless, for example, you' re here
in your personal capacity as a friend or con fidant; that
might be something different. But identifying yourself as a
state employee, where he's coming to confirm and support in
favor of his boss, I' ve got to tell you, that's strikes me
as s l i g h t l y o dd .

HOBERT RUPE: You ' re absolutely right, Senator, I did not
think...I did not foresee that, and I wo uld respectfully
change my position as a citizen of the state of Nebraska who
has worked quite closely with the Liquor Commission and
would be prepared to answer any questions regarding the
chairman's position.

I think that will straighten the recordSENATOR J A NSSEN:
o ut , H o by .

HOBERT RUPE: I appreciate that.

SENATOR JANSSEN: All right.

S ENATOR FRIEND: Hoby, you see now...you see why it 's s o
d i f f i cu l t wi t h Se n a t o r . . . No , I ' m k i dd i n g ; t h at w a s a j o ke .
H a, ha .
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HOBERT RUPE: H a, ha . Yo u k no w , S e n a t o rs .

SENATOR FRIEND: It 's 9: 30 in the morning, folks. It ' s
not . . .

SENATOR LANDIS: I t h i nk eve r y b ody i s say i n g , ye ah , i t i s
true. It's not difficult; it's true.

SENATOR FRIEND: It's not 7:30 in the morning; it's 9:30. I
would have thought that...no, I...

S ENATOR LANDIS: (La u g h )

S ENATOR FRIEND: Th a n k y o u . Th a n k y o u , H o b y .

HOBERT RUPE: Senator, I will say this, that this is not the
first time that Senator Landis has posed me difficult
questions. I remember back years ago when I was a s tudent
o f Senato r L a n d i s .

SENATOR LANDIS: That's right.

SENATOR FRIEND: It 's difficult for us to stay with it and
that was my point. I mean...

HOBERT RUPE: Well, my theory about it is, you know, perhaps
this reinforces Otto Van Bismarck's line, that there are two
things that people should not see being made: laws an d
sausages.

SENATOR LANDIS: Um -hum.

SENATOR J A NSSEN:
( Laughter )

SFNATOR FRIEND: Now you are making it difficult.

HOBERT RUPE: Now everyone says, Senator Janssen, although I
must s a y . . .

SENATOR FISCHER: I think Hobie better leave.

HOBERT RUPE : . . . f r o m a per son a l
Senator J a n s s e n 's sau sa g e s, ar e won de r f u l ,
p art a ken o f h i s s aus a g es . Tha n k yo u .

All right, now let's not get into that.

s tandpoi n t ,
as I have
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SENATOR JANSSEN: All right. I think tha t ends your
testimony. Is there anyone else that would like t o take
this hot seat?

S ENATOR LAN D I S :
a ppoin t ment .

SENATOR JANSSEN: Seeing none, Commissioner Logsdon, would
you hike to say anything else, or are you going to leave it

Yeah, s omebody can sa lvage this

s 1t .

ROBERT LOGSDON: I just think enough has been said.

SENATOR LANDIS: Tha n k y o u , Bob .

SENATOR JANSSEN:
e nds th e h e a r i n g

Anyone else? Se eing none, fine. That
on Mr. Logsdon's Liquor Control Commission.

T hank you .ROBERT LOGSDON:

Committee C erC hairp e r s o


